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OVERVIEW

Introduction

•
•
•

The RSPCA A Standards – Meat Chickens

Principles underpinning the RSPCA Standards

•

•

•
•

•

•
•
•
• considerate handling and transport
•

Eligibility

• indoor systems

• indoor systems
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• outdoor systems

Application

• Operations Manual

• Standards and glossary

• Traceability policy
• Information notes

Requirements of RSPCA 

RSPCA A  Standards — Meat chickens

• Animal Care Statement
procedures

• Veterinary Health Plan

•
•
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 GLOSSARY

abattoir

ammonia readings

antimicrobial

barrier

batch

brood area

brooder barrier

brood-and-move 
system

cold stress

competent

electrical stunning 
parameters

entrapment/
entrapped

NOTE: 
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environmental 
enrichment

euthanasia/
euthanased

Humanely ending the life of an animal when it is in the interest of the 

farm

journey

foot pad lesion score  scoring system 

•

•

•

gait score

•

•

•
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heat stress

hock burn score

•

•

•

lairage

lameness

Licensee

light intensity

major reportable 
event

nictitating 

non-mechanically 
ventilated systems

other mechanically 
ventilated systems

outdoor area

overhead cover
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perches

pick-up

placement

red bird

shed

signs of 
unconsciousness

site The location at which one or more facilities for housing or slaughtering 

split placement

stocking density

stun/stunned/
stunning

transporter

trigger level

tunnel ventilated or 

usable area

veranda

veterinary advice
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THE STANDARDS

1 STAFF TRAINING AND ANIMAL MANAGEMENT PROCEDURES

Training and competency (on-farm, during catching, during transport, at the abattoir)

trained and competent

euthanasia
signs of unconsciousness

competency

Internal assessment

sites

Standards

Animal Care Statement

placement

environmental enrichment
shed temperatures

stocking density stocking density at any
point in time

NOTE:
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placement shed

conditions, or other major reportable events, including changes to lighting or feed

heat
stress and cold stress

Records

Licensee
maintained for each batch

site
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2 HEALTH

Veterinary Health Plan

antimicrobials

euthanasia euthanasia
lameness trigger level

trigger level

Health monitoring

euthanased

veterinary advice
veterinary advice

shed and disposed of in a safe and hygienic manner as 

major reportable event

Vaccination

site veterinary advice
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Medicines

Antimicrobials veterinary advice

antimicrobial

veterinary advice
treatment option is an antimicrobial

antimicrobials are used, an Antimicrobial

antimicrobial use

of antimicrobial
antimicrobial

antimicrobial use

replacement of antimicrobials

Additives

Records

batch

antimicrobials
therapeutic use

trigger level

placement pick-up, with details of the 

euthanased
euthanasia

euthanased
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3 SOURCING, PLACEMENT AND REARING OF CHICKS

Pre-placement activities

shed

brood area brooder barriers

placement shed 

Chick placement

shed

shed

shed

split placement placement 

hours to complete the placement

placement

split placement

light intensity

light intensity

perches
environmental enrichment

placement
placement 

Rearing of chicks

brood area

shed conditions in the brood area

shed brood 
area, ammonia readings brood area
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placement

light intensity
brood area

brooder barriers

Records

placement

shed
shed batch

in the same shed
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4 FEED AND WATER

shed

veterinary advice

shed

Feed

Water
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5 ENVIRONMENT AND HOUSING 

Shed facilities

shed

shed

barriers environmental 
enrichment, perches
shed

shed
heat stress or cold stress

shed
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Temperature

shed

shed temperatures which may cause heat stress 
or cold stress

Ventilation

shed

Ammonia readings shed

shed in the morning, or

ammonia readings

Litter (in the shed and veranda where applicable)

shed

shed

placement

farm

Lighting



RSPCA AUGUST 2020 v1.1

light intensity

light intensity 

light intensity in the shed

shed
light intensity across the entire shed

Perches  

perches

 Perches shed 
placement

brood area, where minimum perch
perch shed placement shed

brood area

Perches

shed

shed

Environmental enrichment

environmental enrichment

environmental enrichment
shed placement

brood area
shed placement

shed brood area
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Environmental enrichment

shed to allow ease of access for all

shed

Environmental enrichment  
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6 VERANDA

veranda

veranda

veranda

veranda must meet 

through using normal posture
shed

veranda from within the shed

shed veranda, the openings must comprise at 
shed

shed veranda, the openings must comprise at 
shed

veranda

veranda
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7 OUTDOOR AREA

outdoor area

veterinary advice

outdoor area

veterinary advice

outdoor area

outdoor area were opened and closed

outdoor area must 

through using a normal posture
shed
shed

outdoor area
shed outdoor area farm

farm footprint, access to the outdoor area
on only one side of the shed shed

outdoor area

overhead cover

outdoor area

outdoor area

shed sheds
outdoor area farm footprint
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shed sheds outdoor area
farm footprint

outdoor area shed where access is 
outdoor area farm

outdoor area
farm footprint, the outdoor areas shed, 
the smallest outdoor area shed

 of overhead cover shed placement 

 of overhead cover shed placement 

Overhead cover

outdoor area
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8 STOCKING DENSITY

Stocking density usable area within the shed

 for tunnel ventilated or 
 for other mechanically ventilated systems
 for other mechanically ventilated systems
 for non-mechanically ventilated systems

Records

usable area shed

batch

pick-up dates
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9 ANIMAL HUSBANDRY AND MANAGEMENT

shed

entrapped

entrapped
entrapment or escaping from reoccurring

entrapment

Bird observation

placement

the shed

shed

hock burn score
foot pad lesion score

major reportable event
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10  ANIMAL HANDLING (on-farm, during catching, during 

sheds as part of a brood-and-move system when

euthanasia
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11  EUTHANASIA (on-farm, during catching, during transport, 

euthanased

euthanased

gait score

euthanasia

euthanasia 
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euthanasia method has not resulted in immediate loss of consciousness and 

immediately applied

euthanasia

euthanasia

euthanasia method on farm,

the method

Euthanasia
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12 CATCHING AND TRANSPORT

heat stress or cold stress

Pick-up

pick-ups
batch

sheds as part of a brood-and-move system, this 

batch
pick-up

Pick-ups batch

pick-up

Preparation for catching

perches and environmental enrichment

for the intended journey

euthanased

Catching
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shed. 

entrapped

Post catching

batch
shed

usable area
immediately after catching

perches and environmental enrichment shed as soon

Transport

transporters

 Transporters

Transporters

pick-up

Records

pick-up

farm
abattoir
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13 SLAUGHTER

abattoirs

 Abattoirs

abattoir

and slaughter is part of the abattoir
site

lairage area
stunning

stunning
stunning

stunning stunning
stunning stunning

are maintained

Stunning

stunning

stunning

Lairage

abattoir lairage
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modules and crates

heat stress or cold stress or other signs

heat stress or cold stress

Shackling — Electrical stunning systems

stunning

stunning
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euthanased

Stunning

stunned

stunning
stunning

stunned

Electrical stunning systems

stunning

electrical stunning parameters
stun 

stunning

Controlled atmosphere stunning systems

stunning system or euthanased

atmosphere stunning

stunning
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atmosphere stunning

stunning

 Stunning

stunning system is in 

stunning

stunning system must 
stunning 

Bleeding out

Stunned

red birds

red birds per batch

Animal-based welfare assessment

abattoir

trigger levels associated with these welfare outcomes
farm or abattoir trigger level is

reached
trigger level relating to handling, stunning

abattoir is reached
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trigger level

abattoir

farm

stun

stunning
stunned

Records

batch

lairage heat stress or
cold stress or other signs of distress

trigger level
trigger level reached

lairage

red birds

Traceability

abattoir

END OF STANDARDS
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